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can see them, Bear them, or read their utter-
ances. Everything is out of joint in the French
democracy and, to please them, they should be
allowed to set it right. They toil, they say,
for a society founded not on the will of man,
but of God, that is in reality, upon the will of
the Pope, though at times they do not hesitate
to disobey him.1 Those men who claim to be
Catholics, whose mission is to make the brother-
hood of man a reality, are the narrowest of
nationalists, and the most militant chauvinists.
They are the mystic defenders of war and the
greatest advocates of militarism. They were
almost a unit against Dreyfus* and were largely
responsible for the crusade of injustice against
this unfortunate man.

The part which they played in that lamen-
table agitation revived the hatred for monastics,
which had been more or less slumbering in the
hearts of anti-clericals; and it gave to tie
people a new sense of national danger. In fact,
monasticism and republicanism were bound to
clash. The peaceful coexistence of two such
powers in a democracy is a practical impossi-
bility. In French eyes, monasticism is some-
thing sinister, hidden behind high walls, and
waiting for the opportunity to crush anything

1 Narfon, iWd,f p. 293.